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The government of Bangladesh has
announced the commemoration of
2020-2021 as the ‘Mujib Year’ on

the occasion of the centennial birth
anniversary of the founding father of the
country, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman. The celebration began on

17 March 2020 and will continue until

16 March 2021.
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The Government has taken various initiatives
to celebrate this auspicious occasion. Our
Staff Welfare Association (SWA) has planted

a commemorative tree at icddr,b Mohakhali
campus on 18 March 2020 in remembrance
of the Father of the Nation. Executive Director
Prof. John D Clemens, Deputy Executive
Director Syed Monjurul Islam, Senior
Directors, SWA President Md. Abdullah Al
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Mahmud and other SWA members and staff
were present at the event.

To commemorate this and in celebration

of icddr,b’s 60 years of scientific brilliance,
icddr,b has announced ‘The Mujib 100
Research Grants for Women in Science in
Bangladesh (Mujib 100 RGfW)” worth of USD
400,000, a first initiative of its kind to create
anew generation of women researchers and
scientists in Bangladesh.

On the occasion, Professor Clemens said,

“We are proud to announce this initiative

in remembrance of a true visionary leader
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, who
had great admiration for icddr,b, which was
then the Cholera Research Laboratory, and
used to engage it whenever there was a public
health crisis in Bangladesh.”

For more on the ‘Mujib 100
RGFW’ please visit https://
www.icddrb.org/mujib-
100-rgfw.

Appointment of the next icddr,b ED

icddr'b’s Board of Trustees has appointed Dr Tahmeed Ahmed as the new Executive Director
of icddr,b. Dr Ahmed will take up his appointment on 1 February 2021, succeeding Dr John
Clemens who has served as Executive Director from 2013.

Speaking after his appointment, Dr Ahmed pledged to make research on COVID-19 a key
priority. He commented that the outbreak serves as a strong reminder of the vital importance
of investing in scientific research that furthers public health.

Dr Ahmed is the first Bangladeshi in the organisation’s 60-year history to assume the position
of Executive Director. “Itis an honour to be the first Bangladeshi Executive Director of icddr,b’,
said Dr Ahmed. “icddr,b is and will remain a truly international organisation. | am proud to lead
a team of 4000 staff hailing from all over the world and excited to steer the organisation into
the next phase, which | hope will see our research continue to expand”.

DrAhmed studied in St. Gregory’s High School and Notre Dame College, Dhaka and then

obtained his medical degree from Mymensingh Medical College. After working at a health complex in rural Bangladesh, he joined icddr,b
in 1985. He received residential training in Dhaka Children’s Hospital and subsequently studied for his PhD at the University of Tsukuba in
Japan. Over time, he has taken on different roles and in December 2015 was appointed Senior Director, NCSD.

“Dr Ahmed is an eminent scientist who is well respected within the global public health community”, said Nancy Y. Cheng, Chair of the Board
of Trustees. “l am confident that his leadership will further advance icddr,b standing in public health and bring greater health benefits to

people in Bangladesh and world-wide”.
Our heartiest congratulations and best wishes to Dr Tahmeed Ahmed.
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icddr,b COVID-19 response

icddr,b has been actively monitoring the
development of novel coronavirus disease
pandemic since December 2019, with

The ongoing COVID-19 pandemic is indeed
very stressful for people. Fear and anxiety
about the disease can be overwhelming
and cause strong emotions among staff
members. However, icddr,b management
has been extremely supportive towards
the health and wellbeing of staff and

their family members in many ways

from raising awareness, strengthening
prevention measures, disease diagnosis
and treatment. The extension of COVID-19
treatment coverage beyond dependent
and to family members living with them is
indeed very generous of our management
and the board.

Our Senior Leadership Team with
directives from the Board of Trustees has
been leading the institute’s response to
the Covid-19 pandemic through:

particular focus on the health and well-
being of the people of Bangladesh, as
well as on the continuity of research, and
hospital operations.

It has been working closely with the
Government of Bangladesh in its COVID-19
response through various capacities from
providing technical assistance, supporting

m Undertaking a series of communications

and awareness measures.

m Ensuring safe workplace through
undertaking various preemptive
measures since late February.

m Extension of contract and services to
ease anxiety and stress of the staff and
reduce financial uncertainty.

disease diagnosis to capacity building and
through various research activities. More
than 45 Covid-19 related
research and projects
have been undertaken.

For more please visit
https://www.icddrb.org/
covid-19-response

m Declaration of general holidays, remote
working and other measures.

m Disease diagnosis and contact tracing
for those who contracted the virus.

m Establishing COVID-19 isolation and
treatment wards.

Allindividuals tested positive regardless
of their service contract status received
treatment and follow up care. As of

12 September 2020, 1,229 individuals
tested COVID-19 positive and received
treatments either through telemedicine
or atisolation and treatment wards.
These include 446 staff, 721 dependents
and family members of staff, and 62
others (ARMAC, Co-operative etc.). Among
COVID-19 positive, 119 were critically ill
and treated in our isolation and treatment
wards. Unfortunately, we lost one of our
staff members due to the disease.

We are indeed very grateful to our COVID
clinical response team in the hospital that
works under the leadership of Dr Tahmeed
Ahmed, Senior Director, NCSD, our Staff
Clinic, the Virology Lab, the contact
tracing team, and the staff of the Facilities
Management Services (FMS) for doing a
highly commendable job.
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The SWA'’s strategic response during COVID-19 pandemic

The SWA has been supporting our
management through various efforts and
strategic responses during this COVID-19
pandemic. Our management has made a

support this appeal.

As per the generous decision of the

management and subsequently endorsed
by the Board of Trustees, all staff received full
salary support up to September 2020. Moreover,  were distributed since 10"" June in the office
this is first time in the history of icddr,b that all
“COVID-19 appeal”, SWA has raised fundsto  CSA staff received festival bonuses.

The SWA has also prepared face-covering
cloth mask as per US-CDC specification and

arranged pocket-size BSTI approved hand
sanitiser with guidelines for all staff, which

campus. Additionally, SWA distributed 10
thousand leaflets as awareness campaign
on COVID-19 even before the first case was
detected in Bangladesh.

Thailand provides COVID-19 swab
testing unit to icddr,b

H.E. Ms Arunrung Phothong Humphreys, Ambassador of Thailand to
Bangladesh handed over a COVID-19 testing unit to icddr,b on 8 September
2020. Dr Tahmeed Ahmed, Acting Executive Director & Senior Director,
NCSD and Dr Dinesh Mondal, Acting Senior Director, LSSD, received the
COVID-19 swab testing unit on behalf of the institution. Another testing unit
has been handed over to the IEDCR and Dr ASM Alamgir, Principal Scientific
Officer of the institute received it.

The COVID-19 swab testing units were shipped from Thailand and will be
installed at the respective agencies by SCG International Corporation Co.,
Ltd. These units will enable icddr,b and IEDCR to conduct RT-PCR swab
tests safely and efficiently as well as use the testing units in mobile settings.

On the occasion, Dr Tahmeed Ahmed thanked H.E. Ms Arunrung Phothong
Humphreys and the Kingdom of Thailand for their generous support to
icddr,b.

Bangladesh Academy of
Sciences Awards

icddr,b Senior Scientist & Head, Programme

for Emerging Infections Dr Sayera Banu, Senior
Scientist Dr Munirul Alam and Senior Scientist
Dr K Zaman have been selected for BAS Sultan
Ahamed Choudhury Science and Technology
Gold Medal Award 2019, BAS Dr MO Ghani
Memorial Gold Medal Award 2019 and BAS Gold
Medal Award 2018 in Biological Sciences (Senior
Group) respectively. This is in recognition of their
outstanding work and contribution to science and
research. Congratulations to all of them!
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icddr,b and Concern Worldwide launched mobile
COVID-19 sample collection van

Deputy Commissioner Md. Motiul Islam
Chowdhury as Chief Guest and ADC General
and Deputy Secretary Md. Hemayet Uddin
as Special Guest. The Civil Surgeon of
Patuakhali Dr Mohammad Jahangir Alam

icddr,b and Concern Worldwide have
launched a mobile COVID-19 sample
collection van in Patuakhali district for collected samples to Patuakhali and
ramping up the capacity of proper then further to Barisal (three days a week)
collection of samples on 6 September 2020.  where the samples will be tested for

Upazila through respective Upazila
Health Complexes and in use to transport

The mobile van will provides sample COVID-19.

collection and transportation services to
the residents of Kolapara and Galachipa

The mobile sample collection van was
officially inaugurated by Patuakhali’s

Chaired the inauguration ceremony while
Anisuddin Ahmed, Assistant Scientist at
icddr,b was also present at the event.

Board of Trustees (BoT) June 2020
meeting held

Due to the travel ban because of the COVID-19 pandemic, icddr,b’s
June board meeting was held virtually to ensure compliance with our
Ordinance, which requires two board meetings a year.

As agreed by the new chair of the board, Ms Nancy Cheng, a new
format for the meeting was followed where sub-committee meetings
were held prior to the full board meeting in which the members of the
sub-committees and the management focal point for each committees
participated. The committees provided a report to the full board
summarizing the discussions and proposed resolutions for approval

at the full board plenary sessions held from 19-21 June in which the
Senior Leadership Team (SLT) also participated.

A meeting with the SWA Executive Committee was also held on
20" June at which they presented their report that included activities
taken in the last six months and issues raised by the SWA.

Presentations also included a report on the COVID-19 pandemic and
how it has affected icddr,b’s work. The Board highly appreciated the
activities carried out during the pandemic, the services being provided
to the staff and their families, and the preventive and precautionary
measures that were put in place by Management for the staff safety.

On behalf of the Board, Ms Nancy Cheng thanked the Government of
Bangladesh, the core donors, individual donors, and philanthropists
for their continuous support to icddr,b.

Dr K Zaman awarded FRCP
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Dr K Zaman, Senior Scientist, Infectious Disease
Division has been awarded the prestigious
fellowship FRCP degree from the Royal College of
Physicians of Edinburgh, UK. This has been given
in recognition of his outstanding contribution to
research work and publications. Hope you will
continue contributing to improve health of the

people of Bangladesh and other low-and middle
income countries. Congratulations to Dr Zaman!
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Prime Minister Gold Medal 2018

Mehedi Hasan, a research fellow of Virology laboratory,
Infectious Diseases Division (IDD), icddr,b was awarded
the ‘Prime Minister Gold Medal 2018’ on 26 February 2020
for securing the highest CGPA in B.Sc. He completed his
B.Sc. (Hon’s), and M.Sc. in Microbiology from the Faculty
of Life and Earth Science, Jagannath University. His M.Sc.
thesis was entitled “Evolutionary Footprint of Influenza A/
H3N2 Strains in Bangladesh: Implication of Vaccine Strain
Selection” where he worked under the supervision of Dr
Mustafizur Rahman, Senior Scientist and Head of Virology
Laboratory, IDD. The evolutionary dynamics of influenza
A/H3N2 virus circulating in Bangladesh during the last
ten years and their genetic drift with concurrent vaccine

strains were explored in the study. He got the National
Science and Technology (NST) Fellowship 2019-2020 as recognition of his outstanding work. In future, he is interested to
work on vaccine research especially the influenza vaccine to improve vaccine efficacy and improve influenza prevention
and control measures to lower the devastating outcomes of the disease.

icddr,b supports DGFP to become paperless for MIS activities at primary care
settings in Bangladesh through eMIS initiative

The Honourable Minister Zahid Maleque, MP,
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare (MoHFW)
declared the service delivery process of the
Directorate General of Family Planning (DGFP)
in Tangail fully paperless through electronic
Management Information System (eMIS) from
1 March 2020. He made this declaration in

an event held on 1 March 2020 at Pan Pacific
Sonargaon Dhaka, which he attended as

the Chief Guest. Md. Ashadul Islam, former
Secretary, Health Services Division (HSD) and
Md. Ali Noor, Secretary, Medical Education

& Family Welfare Division (ME&FWD) were
present as the Special Guests. Around 150
participants from the government and non-
government organisations and development
partners attended the event. At the same time,

34 districts including Tangail participated

in the event from respective district offices
through video conference. AKM Mohiul Islam,
Director General, DGFP chaired the meeting.
The Maternal and Child Health Division
(MCHD) of icddr,b is proud to collaborate with
DGFP and USAID partners in this initiative.

Started in 2015, eMIS is an initiative of

the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
(MoHFW) that has fully digitised the existing
paper-based MIS activities of the Directorate
General of Family Planning (DGFP) at the
primary care settings. It makes routine data
available for monitoring and decision making
purposes. Using eMIS, the community family
planning workers register every individual

through household visits. Subsequently, this
population database is used for providing
care and collecting individuals’ health data
at different service delivery points across the
continuum-of-care.

The United States Agency for International
Development (USAID) has been providing
support to the DGFP for scaling-up the eMIS
through its implementing partners—-MEASURE
Evaluation/icddr,b and MaMoni MNCSP/Save
the Children. To date, DGFP has scaled-up the
eMISin 32 out of 64 districts across 7 divisions.
Of these districts, Tangail has become ready to
be paperless for its MIS activities. It is expected
that all 64 districts will be introduced to eMIS
tools and become paperless by 2022.
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Newborn Signal Functions in Bangladesh Identified and the National
Dissemination held in icddr,b
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icddr,b, in collaboration with the
National Newborn Health Program & IMCI
(NNHP & IMCI) of Directorate General of
Health Services (DGHS) has conducted
a study to identify a set of standards

for providing newborn care (that is
Newborn Signal Functions) in health
facilities and assess the functionality of
public health systems in Bangladesh.
The Directorate General of Family
Planning, NIPORT, different professional
societies including Bangladesh Pediatrics
Association, Bangladesh Neonatal
Forum, Perinatal Society of Bangladesh,
Obstetrical and Gynecological Society
of Bangladesh, academic institutions
including Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib
Medical University, BIRDEM, Dhaka
Shishu Hospital, Dhaka Medical College,
Sir Salimullah Medical College, Shaheed
Suhrawardy Medical College, Mugda
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Medical College, development partners
including WHO, UNICEF, Ipas, ICF, Save
the Children and USAID collaborated
with this initiative and provided technical
inputs throughout the process. The study
was supported by USAID’s Research for
Decision Makers (RDM) project.

Anational dissemination was held on 08
March 2020 at the Sasakawa Auditorium
of icddr,b. Professor Dr Mohammod
Shahidullah, President, Bangladesh
Medical and Dental Council & Chairperson,
National Working Committee for Newborn
Health (NTWC-NBH) graced the occasion as
the Chief Guest, and Professor Dr Abul
Kalam Azad, the then Director General of
DGHS chaired the event. More than 100
participants representing MOH&FW, DGHS,
DGFP, academic institutions, professional
societies, and development partners
participated in the event.

DrJahurulIslam, Deputy Program
Manager (DPM), Newborn Health, NNHP
& IMCI, presented the study objectives
and methodology. Dr Ahmed Ehsanur
Rahman, Associate Scientist, MCHD

and principal investigator of the study
presented the key findings. Dr Ehsan
shared that 20 newborn signal functions
were identified through the five-rounds of
workshops and three-rounds of surveys
with more than 50 newborn experts in
Bangladesh. Out of the identified signal
functions, nine are primary, 13 are
basic, 18 are comprehensive, and 20 are
advanced.

Dr Muhammad Shariful Islam, Assistant
Director, DGHS and Program Manager, NNHP
& IMClinformed that the signal functions
could be useful in programme planning

and monitoring in Bangladesh. He declared
that the NNHP & IMCl has incorporated in
newborn signal functions will take necessary
steps for MOHFW endorsement of the
newborn signal functions.

Dr Md. Shamsul Haque, Line Director,
MNC&AH, DGHS, on behalf of his

team, thanked all the experts for their
contributions in identifying the newborn
signal functions in Bangladesh. He
acknowledged the importance of taking
immediate measures to ensure newborn
signal function readiness in public health
facilities in Bangladesh. He emphasised
the importance of local ownership and
initiatives as well as concerted efforts by
all partners in this regard.

icddr,b organises workshop with newborn

experts for NSF

icddr,b, in collaboration with National Newborn Health Program & IMCI (NNHP&IMCI),
Directorate General of Health Services (DGHS) organised an online workshop on
September 21, 2020 for reviewing the Technical Report of Newborn Signal Function
(NSF) and generating ideas for future publication with NSF expert group. Over 20
newborn experts from DGHS, NIPORT, professional societies, development partners

participated.
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Human Resources celebrated International Women’s Day, 2020

Human Resources team celebrated the
‘International Women’s Day 2020’ on

society. Dr Firdausi Qadri, Senior Scientist, outstanding achievements. The occasion
IDD and Dr Sayera Banu, Senior Scientist &  was graced by the Executive Director

8 March at Sasakawa Auditorium through Head, Programme for Emerging Infections,  Professor John D Clemens, Deputy

acknowledging women’s success and

IDD were honoured for their continuous
their contribution to workplace and tothe  contribution to science and their recent

Executive Director Syed Monjurul Islam
and other Senior Leaders of icddr,b.

MCHD provides technical
support to DGHS

MCHD provided technical support to DGHS in

developing infection prevention and control

(IPC) guidelines and modules. Three national
guidelines and modules
on IPC were developed for

o | training of the
——— health care staff.

: developed for
———— the healthcare
_ providers, one
" for drivers and
another one
- was developed
for the cleaners
working in
healthcare
settings. Additionally, MCHD provided facilitation
support at the national level (both healthcare
providers and drivers) and district (5 districts)
level IPC training. The training was also provided
to healthcare providers of OGSB maternity
Hospital, in Mirpur-13. Currently, MCHD is also
providing joint monitoring and supervision
support in partnership with the DGHS in 7 district
hospitals for strengthening triage and IPC.

S o One module was

MCHD’s response in maintaining essential
MNCH services in context of COVID-19

MCHD is supporting the Government of
Bangladesh in reinvigorating the MNCH
services in the context of COVID-19.
Accordingly, MCHD provided technical
support to DGHS in developing the National
MNCH guideline in the context of COVID-19.
MCHD led on developing the child

health section and co-led with OGSB in
developing the maternal health section

of that guideline. MCHD also provided
technical support in planning for national level
MNCH guideline orientation training as well as
provided facilitation support during online training

sessions organised by DGHS. Besides, MCHD has also organised

face to face MNCH training at 21 districts (18 District Hospitals and 56
Upazila Health Complexes) with funding support from UNFPA, GAC and
FCDO.

Alongside helping with development of the MNCH guideline, MCHD

has supported updating the labour room management protocol in

the context of COVID-19 pandemic under the guidance of OGSB. New
chapters on IPC measures, preparation of birth during COVID-19,
breastfeeding during COVID-19, mental health care of the health care
providers, instrument processing during COVID-19 has been added in
the updated version. MCHD has initiated to distribute the printed copy
of Labour Room Protocol in all the District Hospitals and Upazila Health
Complexes.
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Acquiring machine learning skills to improve clinical care and better
understand disease mechamsms
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Photo caption: Mustafa Mahfuz, Subhasish Das, Ashraful Alam, Tafsir Hasan and Shah Mohammad Fahim of
NCSD with Dr Wieger Voskuijl and other workshop participants of Amsterdam Institute for Global Health and

Development

Machine learning is a relatively new
method of large data analysis, which
focuses on the development of computer
programmes that can access data and use
it to learn for themselves. It is a branch

of artificial intelligence based on the

idea that systems can learn from data,
identify patterns and make decisions with
minimal human intervention. With a view

to analyse large clinical and non-clinical
datasets to answer complex questions
and arrive at meaningful solutions, the
Nutrition and Clinical Services Division
embarked on a learning exercise almost
a year ago-the first of its kind at icddr,b.
Five young scientists from NCSD teamed
with machine learning experts in The
Netherlands and started the learning

process through self and peer learning.
They recently attended a workshop on
machine learning techniques to predict
the outcome of children hospitalised at
icddr,b Dhaka hospital. The workshop was
organised by the Amsterdam Institute for
Global Health and Development (AIGHD),
in Amsterdam, 10-14 February 2020. The
overall goals of the workshop were to
strengthen collaborative arrangements by
establishing a theoretical base on machine
learning techniques, and analysing data
using machine learning algorithms. The
participants gathered applied experience in
major areas of machine learning including
data wrangling, clustering, and similarity
network fusion. Dr Tahmeed Ahmed,
Senior Director of NCSD, acknowledged
the unique collaboration of icddr,b with
AIGHD in clinical application of machine
learning algorithms. This is the first attempt
from icddr,b to apply machine learning
techniques in real-life data to predict

the determinants of adverse events in
hospitalised children. Congratulations to
our machine learning team.

New collaboration as a part of Primary Health Care Research Consortium (PHCRC)

The first meeting of the steering
committee of the Primary Health Care
Research Consortium (PHCRC) was held at
Delhi, India during February 22-25, 2020.
Dr KM Saif-Ur-Rahman, Assistant Scientist
at the Health Systems and Population
Studies Division attended the meeting

as a founding member of the steering
committee of the consortium. The
consortium core has been funded by the
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation (BMGF)
for the next 3 years and lodged at The
George Institute for Global Health, Delhi,
India. The consortium will apply for peer
reviewed grants focusing Primary Health
Care measurement and implementation
research in upcoming years. This will

be a great opportunity to leverage the
expertise of the consortium members
including icddr,b, The George Institute for
Global Health regional offices Australia,
India, China, UK, The George Washington

University, USA, Primary Care and
Family Medicine Network (Primafamed),
Sub-Saharan Africa membership

with core in Stellenbosch University,
World Organisation of Family Doctors

(WONCA), global network with member
organisations in all regions of the world,
American University of Beirut, Lebanon

and Ariadne Labs, USA.
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SHARE project organises GESI sensitisation workshop in Khulna

disseminated research findings on
situation assessment of gender and health
services in some public health facilities

in Bangladesh. It was followed by an
interactive discussion on how to make the
health services much gender responsive
to fulfill the government’s commitments.
A total of 34 health officials (8 females)
including divisional director, deputy

Wy ey a Wi =T icddr,b facilitated the workshop and

Photo caption: Dr Sadika Akhter facilitated a gender sensitization workshop for health service providers of directors and civil surgeons of different
Khulna division districts participated in the workshop.
icddr,b, as part of its Gender Equity e-Learning tool health service providers Dr Rasheda Sultana, Divisional Director
and Social Inclusion (GESI) and DHIS-2 of Khulna division on 24% February 2020. (health) of Khulna chaired the workshop.
activities under SHARE project, organised  Dr Sadika Akhter, Associate Scientist DrIgbal Anwar, project director of

a gender sensitization workshop as and Badsha Muhammad Shekander, SHARE was one of key discussants in the
well as a demonstration on DHIS-2 Senior Programmer of SHARE Project, workshop.

Training on Results Based Management

As an organisational obligation, any
researchers in icddr,b, intend to submit

a protocol in IRB for approval, must have

a Results Based Management training.
Bearing this in mind, Technical Training Unit
(TTU) has organised a training from 4 to 6
February 2020. The training was funded by
Sida. Atotal of 25 young icddr,b researchers
were enrolled in the course. Armana Ahmed,
Acting Lead of Research Administration
graced the certificate awarding ceremony.

Technical Training Unit (TTU) launches its first fully online training at icddr,b

While the COVID-19 pandemic is forcing everyone to work from home, in an effort to adopt to the ‘new normal’ and to facilitate our young
researchers as per the HR commitment, TTU has arranged an
online ‘Training on Scientific Manuscript Writing for Publication” on
17,18 and 20 May 2020. This first fully online course was designed
for early and mid-level scientific staff with a view to help them
achieve proficiency in writing and publishing scientific papers.

This was funded by Sida through Research Administration. 11 male
and 11 female young researchers from all 5 scientific divisions of
icddr,b participated in this course.

Armana Ahmed, Acting Lead of Research Administration was the Chief
Guest in the closing ceremony of the course. She remarked that this
courseis an eye opener for all of us and a shining example of how we
can adopt to this pandemic situation.

TTU is happy to host such an important training for our young
researchers.
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Hands-on training for scientists on operations and maintenance of

The government of Bangladesh intends

to develop a reference Quality Control
Laboratory under the department of
Livestock Services of the Ministry of Fisheries
and Livestock. As a part of its continuing
effort to collaborate with the GoB and help
them to establish a QC laboratory, Technical
Training Unit (TTU) has organised a Hands-
on training for Scientists on operations

equipment of ‘Quality Control Laboratory’
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Control Laboratory’ with the technical help
of Infectious Diseases Division.

10 Government scientists of Department
of Livestock Services participated in the
training. They were trained in Bio-medical
Engineering Unit and different laboratories
of icddr,bincluding the Parasitology,
Virology, Mucosal Immunology &
Vaccinology and Immunobiology, Nutrition

Dr Abdul Jabbar Sikder, Director General
of Department of Livestock Services

and Hugues-Marie Bello, Director HR
inaugurated the training ceremony. Kazi
Wasi Uddin, Additional Secretary, Ministry
of Fisheries and Livestock was the Chief
Guest of the certificate awarding ceremony.
All guests and dignitaries thanked icddr,b
for its efforts to help the GoB to develop
the QC laboratory. Md. Musharrof Hossain,
Chairperson of the closing ceremony and
all the scientists of icddr,b expressed their
continued commitment to assist GoB to
realise its goal in this regard.

TTU is very delighted to host such an
important training and for being a part of
the process of establishing a QC laboratory
in Bangladesh and thanked all the scientists
and staff of IDD for their enormous support.

and Maintenance of Equipment of ‘Quality

and Toxicology Laboratory.

Young professionals of icddr,b joined
CAPABLE short course on NCDs

7 young professionals of icddr,b have attended “Cambridge Advance
Short course on Chronic Non-Communicable Disease Epidemiology”
from 03 to 18 February 2020 in IEDCR, Mohakhali, Dhaka under

the umbrella of “Cambridge Programme to Assist Bangladesh in
Lifestyle and Environmental Risk Reduction (CAPABLE)”. CAPABLE is
an initiative of University of Cambridge, UK and collaborated with
different organisations and institutes of UK and Bangladesh, including
icddrb.

The course largely focuses on Advance epidemiology and biostatistics,
genetic epidemiology, environmental and lifestyle risk factors of

NCDs, gender analysis, NCD policy and designing intervention for
reduction of NCD risk. In addition to faculties from the University of
Cambridge, faculty members from University College London, University
of Aberdeen, icddr,b, BSMMU, IEDCR, National Heart Foundation,
University of Dhaka and North South University facilitated the course.

We hope that the participants of the course will implement their
gained knowledge in future research.

Training course on Research Protocol
Development

icddr,b has committed to invest and ensure visibility of icddr,b’s
field sites at the national and global level in the Strategic Plan
(SP) 2019-2022. As a part of the effort to realise the Goal 4 of SP,
Technical Training Unit (TTU) has organised a Training course

on Research Protocol Development for the staff of Matlab. The
training was held at the Matlab International Training Centre from
11 to 13 February 2020 with Sida funds. 12 early and mid-career
researchers joined the training.

Dr Md. Al Fazal Khan, Head of Matlab Research Centre and Dr
Aftab Uddin, Head of TTU graced the closing ceremony. Dr Khan
thanked TTU for arranging such an important capacity building
effort at Matlab. Dr Aftab expressed TTU’s commitment to ensure
the capacity development of the field staff.
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Bangladesh allows phase III clinical trial of COVID-19 vaccine candidate

On 27 of August, the Government of
Bangladesh has approved icddr,b to
undertake a phase Il clinical trial of a
COVID-19 vaccine candidate developed by
Sinovac Life Sciences Ltd. China.

The Honourable Minister Zahid Maleque,
MP, Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
(MoHFW) shared this information at a
press briefing. Earlier, on 19 July 2020,

icddr,b received approval for the trial from
the Bangladesh Medical Research Council
(BMRC) and signed the agreement with
Sinovac on 30 July 2020. Dr K Zaman is the
principal investigator of this trial.

The trial will follow an individually
randomised placebo-controlled
double-blinded study protocol and will
enroll about 4,200 literate and willing

participants comprising of health care
workers aged between 18 to 59, including
doctors, nurses, ward attendants, hospital
staff from six hospitals in Dhaka that are
caring for COVID-19 patients.

icddr,b has made Sinovac to agree that if

the SARS-CoV-2 purified inactivated vaccine
(CoronaVac™, formerly PiCoVacc) is successful
than it will provide over 110,000 free vaccine
doses for the nation of which over 10,000

will be allocated for icddr,b staff. And more
importantly, a local competent pharmaceutical
manufacturer will be selected and enabled
through a license from Sinovac to manufacture
the vaccine in Bangladesh so that the vaccine is
affordable for Bangladeshi people.

Itis to be noted that, icddr,b shares a
common goal with the government

to bring the safest and most effective
COVID-19 vaccine to Bangladesh at the
earliest possible time so that the country
can return to normalcy at the soonest.

Strengthening OGSB Maternity Hospital

icddr,b in partnership with UNFPA

has been supporting the Obstetrical

and Gynaecological Society of
Bangladesh (OGSB) Maternity Hospital in
strengthening their triage and infection
prevention and control (IPC) measures.
Accordingly, a logistics distribution
programme was held on 29 September
2020 at OGSB Maternity Hospital.

icddr,b has provided a wide range of
health hygiene and personal protective
equipment such as basin with accessories,
soap/liquid soap, venturi mask, paddle
bin, 3-layer surgical mask, nasal oxygen
cannula, fingertip pulse oximeter, inferred
thermometer, Personal Protective
Equipment (PPE) full set for health

care providers, hand mike and posters.

Professor Sameena Chowdhury, President
OGSB and Professor Gulshan Ara joined
virtually in the logistic distribution
programme and acknowledged the
support of icddr,b and UNFPA.

Representatives from OGSB Hospital,
UNFPA and icddr,b were also present at
the event.
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icddr,b in the News

Our scientists and research outcomes are consistently featured by leading international media outlets, as illustrated by the stories below.

TheWire | 17May2020

Pay Attention to What the Hands
Do All Day

https //blt ly/2GxmVBY

Hindustan Times | 18June 2020
Bangladesh launches clinical trial of two-
drug combination to treat Covid-19
https //blt ly/2SxpOoM

Reuters | 20 July2020
Bangladesh to host late-stage trial of
China’s Sinovac COVID-19 vaccine
https ://bit.ly/3jDOzvI

This monthly staff newsletter is brought to you by

The New York Times | 23 July 2020
Gut Microbes Might Keep Malnourished
Children From Growing
https://nyti.ms/3iBCypd

CNN | 11August2020-10-03

Covid-19 misinformation is spreading in 25
different languages, leading to deaths and
injuries, study finds

https //cnn it/3lfGihO

BBC | 12August

‘Hundreds dead’ because of Covid-19
misinformation

https //bbc in/2SvJKsd

icddr,b’s Development & Communications team. Please
let us know your personal or institutional achievements
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The Guardian | 20August2020
Facebook funnelling readers towards Covid
misinformation - study

https ://bit.ly/36y2aRr

Eureka Alert | 25August 2020
Lockdowns have economic and social costs
for world’s poorest families
https://bit.ly/30C7TQWK
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TheWire | 17 May2020

Pay Attention to What the Hands
Do All Day
https://bit.ly/2GxmVBY

Hindustan Times | 18 June 2020
Bangladesh launches clinical trial of two-
drug combination to treat Covid-19
https://bit.ly/2SxpOoM

Reuters | 20July2020
Bangladesh to host late-stage trial of
China’s Sinovac COVID-19 vaccine
https://bit.ly/3jDOzvI
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The New York Times | 23 July 2020
Gut Microbes Might Keep Malnourished
Children From Growing
https://nyti.ms/3iBCypd

CNN |
Covid-19 misinformation is spreading in 25
different languages, leading to deaths and
injuries, study finds

https://cnn.it/3lfGihO

11 August 2020-10-03

BBC | 12August
‘Hundreds dead’ because of Covid-19
misinformation
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The Guardian | 20August2020
Facebook funnelling readers towards Covid
misinformation - study
https://bit.ly/36y2aRr

Eureka Alert | 25August 2020
Lockdowns have economic and social costs
for world’s poorest families
https://bit.ly/30C7TQWK




